
 
 
 
Parashat Pekudei: Paying Attention Is The Essence Of Torah 
 
 
Dear Friends, Shabbat Shalom and a joyous Rosh Chodesh, 
  
Fifteen chapters and five parashot later, the construction of the Tabernacle is complete. And along with 
it the completion of the book of Exodus. 
  
The Tabernacle (Mishkan) came from the hearts of the Israelites: the material contributions came from 
the generosity of their hearts, and it was the wise of heart who weaved, built, and sewed all the pieces 
together, to form it into one Tent of Meeting. 
  
After Moshe placed all the holy vessels in it, the moment we all waited for arrived: 
  
(Shmot 40, 33-34) And Moses had finished the work, the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the 
Presence of the LORD filled the Tabernacle. 

  
If you are not deeply moved by these two verses, then read them again! If you are still not deeply 
touched, then you don’t understand the greatness of this moment! Let me explain: 
  
First and foremost, the sentence Moses had finished the work echoes a very similar sentence, related to 
completing another great task: On the seventh day God finished the work that He had been 
doing (Genesis 2, 2). 
  
This linguistic similarity, along with many others, led our Sages to conclude that the Tabernacle was a 
metaphor, or a microcosm of the world. 
  
But they also asserted that we humans are a microcosm of the world (yes, you too): “A human being is a 
small world, and the world is a large human being. That which is in one, is also in the other”! (Avot 
D’Rabbi Natan, chapter 31). 
  
While the Tabernacle no longer exists, we do. And as we read the verses about its construction and its 
completion, we can learn something very profound about ourselves and about our world. 

  
From the infinite insights that may be gleaned from the parasha, I wish to focus on just one this year. 
  
The Mishkan - deriving from Shechina and lishkon (to abide) - tells us something profound about 
presence and specifically about that which is present in the world, in human beings and in everything 
else. The journey to the Mishkan began five weeks ago with the verse: “And let them make Me a 



sanctuary that I may dwell in their midst.” (Sh’mot 25: 8), and it ends this week with the verse: “And 
the Presence of the LORD filled the Tabernacle.” 
  
The word “kavod” is also a synonym for “presence.” Kavod, derived from “kaved” - heaviness - is an 
awareness of the weight of an object, or a person. It is the awareness that it exists and is present. 
  
Even the name of the parasha - Pikudei - implies presence. (Hitpakdut means census-taking): I am here, I 
am present, I am being counted, Hineni! 
  
But what exactly is a presence? 
  
In the dictionary it is defined as something existing in a certain place. On a deeper level, presence is a 
state of mind. It is a very unique kind of awareness. 
  
The presence that the parasha is referring to is the Divine presence. I would like to suggest that there is 
no other kind. Divine presence is all there is. 
  
All spiritual practices - East and West - deal in one way or another with the presence of God in Creation. 
From the Jewish-Kabbalistic perspective, that “nothing is void of God's presence”, to Spinoza’s 
anti-religious philosophy (Spinoza - the “father” of secularism) that claimed that everything that exists, 
everything that is, is Godly. There is nothing, says Spinoza, that is not entirely Divine. 
  
What, then, is the novelty about “the Presence of the LORD filled the Tabernacle”? If all of creation is 
steeped in the Divine, then the “kavod” or presence of God fills the Tabernacle anyway, as it fills 
everything else. 
  
It appears that the novelty in this parasha is not about the Tabernacle or the presence of God. Rather, it 
is about us. You see, WE simply did not know that all is filled with God; WE were not paying attention. A 
whole new awareness arises. Our eyes have been opened! 
  
Judge for yourself: in your experience, does the “kavod” of God fill your world? Are you aware of His 
presence? 
  
Most of us will say not. There are certainly moments in which we experience a sense of completeness 
and of enlivening presence, but they are few and far between, even though the presence is there within 
us at all times. 
  
Spinoza - in his life and in his philosophy - is an ironically a good example of this. His “anti-religious” 
philosophy brought him great joy, contrary to the way his opponents tried to depict him. More than any 
other philosopher, Spinoza knew in the deepest sense - and therefore also experienced - God’s total 
presence. In his world everything was Divine! It did not bother him at all that the Jewish community of 
Amsterdam misunderstood him, and then excommunicated, ostracized, and held him in contempt. This 
grand community was composed of fearful Marranos who fled Spain and Portugal and returned to 
Judaism a century after “converting”. Hence, they lived in constant, justified fear of the cruelty of the 
church. But a person who is aware of the Divine presence in everything cannot get too excited by a 
fearful congregation or by terror of the church. 
  



Man’s blessing and curse are one: being a conscious being! His brain developed a frontal lobe which 
gives him unique, evolved awareness. This means that reality, as it is revealed to him, is colored by his 
awareness, his choices, and by what he focuses  on. The frontal lobe convinces him that he knows things 
- consciously and unconsciously - and from his point of view, what he doesn’t know or is unaware of 
doesn’t exist. 
  
I don’t know, cognitively, that God exists, and therefore I cannot know for certain that he is present in 
everything. But my ability to experience God’s presence - or any presence (which is the same thing, in 
my opinion) - and to notice it, is my way ( and the way of all humans) to know God, and to know that His 
kavod fills the world. To know that there is nothing else. 
  
Avraham called this presence “Hineni.” The word became a code word in the Jewish heritage of the 
conscious man expressing the awareness of presence within him. “Hineni” is the experience of our 
limited human self as Divine presence. This is simply and entirely an act of paying attention. 
  
Like the Mishkan in Parashat Pikudei, like the world in the story of Creation, humans are complete and 
whole. We will surely continue to evolve, but at this moment we are complete and whole just as we are. 
The only thing that changes from one moment to the next is awareness; paying attention; noticing. 
  
This, then, is the invitation of this week’s parasha: The Divine is present whether we are aware of it or 
not, but noticing the Divine presence and experiencing it, makes all the difference. It brings tremendous 
joy to one’s life. What a fitting awareness for Rosh Chodesh Adar II! 
  
Paying attention is what the Torah is all about, in a nutshell. 
  
Chazak, Chazak, Ve’nitchazek. 
  
Wishing you a joyful Adar Bet and Shabbat Shalom, 
  
Elisha 
 


