
 

 
 
Simchat Torah: Celebrating Jewish Renewal 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
  
I'm reading Harry Potter for the fourth time now! The first time was twenty years ago, 
when the books came out, one after the other. The second, third and fourth, times 
with Yehonatan (my son). I love the Harry Potter books (unlike the movies, BTW!) 
and I am very happy that Yehonatan fell in love with them too. Anyone who thinks 
Harry Potter is a sci-fi or just a story about magicians and witches is wrong. The 
dramas and the magic are just a fun and colorful backdrop. It is beautiful religious 
literature - about good and evil, life and death and mostly about love and darkness, 
with the mythological serpent constantly crawling in the background. And God? He 
too is there, in disguise of course, and as usual, He never really does protect the 
good and prevent the bad guys from exercising their crimes. He leaves the hard 
work to us... 
  
But most importantly, in the end, love always wins (not without sacrifices, of course!). 
  
Love your neighbor as yourself. Sounds familiar? (Hashtag #Ve’ahavta). 
  
But I recently told Yehonatan that this is the last time we will read Harry Potter. If he 
wants, he can read it on his own. I’m done! 
  
Which brings me to Simchat Torah ... 
  
Because I have been reading the Torah from beginning to end for 27 years (yes, 
yes, I started late), and I am never done. 
  
The Torah never ceases to amaze me - to nurture, inspire and lift me up. Like a 
spring of living water, the Torah revives me every week. 
  
How does it do it? 
  
 



 
 
I do not know. I do not understand how each word invites infinite interpretations. I do 
not understand how a particular sentence that did not arouse me at all the year 
before - I hardly even noticed it - excites me to tears the following year, and at that 
moment (albeit fleeting) this sentence seems like the key to life's joy. 
  
And not only does it do it to me ... For thousands of years the Torah has been 
inspiring, nurturing, guiding and shaping the lives of our ancestors. 
  
The Sages said, "dig within it (Torah), and dig some more, for everything is in it" 
(Mishna Avot 5: 2). It may sound very odd to those who are unfamiliar with the 
experience, I know, "I’ve there," as they say, and I apologize if sounds 
condescending, that's not my intention! But yes, anyone who is familiar with this 
experience knows exactly what I'm talking about. And by the way, this magical 
experience is open to everyone. No prior knowledge is required. You don't even 
have to be religious or traditional. Neither do you need a kippa on your head! You 
just need an open mind, an open heart and a desire to go deeper. Oh, and also love 
- love for the Torah (#Ve’ahavta...). 
  
And this miracle is what we are celebrating tonight and tomorrow. 
  
So, come dance with us! Come celebrate with us the feast of the Hebrew well, the 
holiday of life, the closure and the beginning and this endless spiral of our common 
teachings. Because the Torah belongs to all of us. ALL OF US. 
  
We'll see you tonight at a quarter to six, and tomorrow, around nine-thirty ... the 
candy and popsicles are on us. 
  
All the details were in the weekly email. 
  
Chag Sameach, 
  
Elisha 


