Sorrow Song

זֶמֶר נּוגֶה

Lyrics: Rachel Bluwstein  רחל ּבְלּובְשְׁטֵיין:מילים

Will you hear my voice, my distant one,
will you hear my voice, wherever you are A voice calling strong, a voice crying silently
And above time, commanding blessing?

, ְרחֹוִקי שֶּׁלִי,הֲתִשְׁמַע קֹולִי
– ְָּ ּבַאֲשֶׁר הִנ,הֲתִשְׁמַע קֹולִי
 קֹול ּבֹוכֶה ּבְִדמִי,קֹול קֹוֵרא ּבְעֹז
?ּומֵעַל לַּזְמַן מְצַוֶּה ּבְָרכָה

This world is wide with many paths.
They meet narrowly, part forever.
A man seeks, but his feet fail,
He cannot find what he has lost.

,תֵּבֵל זֹו ַרּבָה ּוְדָרכִים ּבָה ַרב
. נִפְָרדֹות לָעַד,נִפְּגָׁשֹות לְַדק
, אְַ ּכֹושְׁלֹות ַרגְלָיו,מְבֵַקּׁש אָָדם
.ֹלא יּוכַל לִמְצֹא אֶת אֲשֶׁר אָבַד

Maybe my last day is already near,
already near, the day of tearful parting,
I shall wait for you until my life dims,
As Rachel awaited her lover.

,אַחֲרֹון יָמַי ּכְבָר ָקרֹוב אּולַי
,ּכְבָר ָקרֹוב הַּיֹום שֶׁל ִדּמְעֹות ּפְֵרָדה
,אֲחַּכֶה לְָ עַד יִכְּבּו חַיַּי
.ּכְחַּכֹות ָרחֵל לְדֹוָדּה

The great Israeli poet Rachel Bluwstein, 1890–1931, known in the Israeli public as
just “Rachel”, wrote this well known love poem out of the sorrows (romantic and
health related) of her life.
Although the biblical text focuses on the years Jacob worked for his father in law
until he was married to Rachel.
״וַיַּעֲ ב ֹד י ַעֲ ק ֹב בּ ְָרחֵ ל שֶׁ בַע שָׁ נִים וַיִּהְ יוּ בְעֵ ינָיו ְכּי ָמִ ים אֲ חָ דִ ים בְּאַהֲ בָתוֹ א ֹתָ הּ׃״
״So Jacob served seven years for Rachel and they seemed to him but a few days
because of his love for her. ״Genesis 29:20,
Rachel the poetess devotes her attention to the years of anticipation Rachel
endured until she was united with her loved one, Jacob. However the poem has
taken on a much larger meaning within Israeli society, and was interrupted as a
poem about longing, unrequited love, yearning for a loved one who is no longer
around.

