
Netanyahu:Rotems conversionbill

won'treachKnessetplenum
Sharansky:Many feeltheywillbe harmed bybill
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Prime Minister Binyamin

Netanyahu said on Monday
that IsraelBeiteinu MK David

Rotem's conversion billwould

not reach the Knesset's floor

for vote.

The prime minister made

the statement in response to

criticism of the measure from

Kadima MK Shlomo Molla.

Netanyahu also met with

Jewish Agency chairman

Natan Sharanskyon the topic,
afterSharanskyreceived assur-

ances from Knesset Speaker
Reuven Rivlin that the bill

would not be voted on in the

coming week.

Earlieron Monday,the Knes-
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set'sLaw Committee approved
Rotem's billfor firstreading.
Five MKs from Israel Beit-

einu, United Torah Judaism

and Shas supportedthe legis-
lation, while four from Kadi-

ma, Labor and Hadash

opposed it. The three Likud

committee members were

absent from the heated discus-

sion and the ensuingvote.

The billmust now pass three

readingsin the plenum to

become law.

Kadima lawmakers have

slammed the legislationas

havingthe potentialto give
haredim monopoly over

conversions, and said the bill

would not ease the conversion

process in any way.

Attendingthe Law Commit-

tee meeting were Sharansky
and JerrySilverman, president
of the Jewish Federations of

North America, who expressed

hope followingthe vote that

"the prime minister and the

Likud willnot allow such bill

to pass,as itwould create sig-
nificantriftbetween Israeland

world Jewry."
Silverman also noted the
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new languagein Rotem's bill following
recent modifications, accordingto which

specialconversion courts and cityrabbis

would be able to conduct conversions, "so

longas theyare properlydone, afteraccept-

ingTorah and mitzvot as per Halacha."

"This is very problematicfor world Jewry;
we don't need this divisiveness,"Silverman

said,while at the same time stressingthat

"even though the bill ignoresDiaspora

Jewry,"their supportof Israelwould not be

conditioned on the fate of Rotem's legisla-
tion.

Sharanskyexpresseddeepdisappointment
over the billpassingthe committee.

"We cannot divide the Jewishpeoplewith

legislationwhich many in the Jewishworld

view as definingthem as second-classJews,"

he said."Jewsabroad are the most loyalsup-

portersof Israel,and stand at the forefrontof

the fightfor Israel'simagearound the world.

"The proposedbillwas supposedto have

been׳/ discussed in detail with world Jewry
continued Sharansky,who was appointedby

Netanyahuto lead that dialogue."Ihopethe

primeminister will send clearmessage that

this proposedlegislationwill not move for-

ward without proper discussion and consul-

tation with allthose who feeltheymay be

harmed by it."

Beyond the changesRotem made to the

bill'sdraftahead of Monday'sdiscussion,he

also removed its third clause, which stated

that the CitizenshipLaw would not applyto

anyone who was not entitled to an oleh sta-

tus priorto theirentryto Israel.

Rotem reiteratedto TlteJerusalemPost that

his billwould have no bearingon conver-

sions takingplaceabroad;rather, he said, it

deals with the problemsregardingconver-

sion within Israelthat can be remedied by

allowingcityrabbis to conduct conversions.

"Iam not seekingto alterthe proceduresof

conversion to make it easier,but to expand
the optionsforconversion, without breaking
the boundaries of Halacha," the Orthodox

lawmaker said

The billis revolution that will ease the

process and preventretroactive conversion

cancellations,"he added.

When asked about the understandingsthat

such legislationwould onlycome after dia-

loguewith allstreams ofjudaism,led bySha-

ranskyat Netanyahu'sbehest, Rotem said

that he had alreadytoldJewishleadersin the

US that he wouldn't letanythinghold back

his advancement of the legislation.

"Ican'tput offsolvingthe problemof hun-

dreds of thousands of people,"he said in ref-

erence to immigrantsfrom the former Soviet

Union who are not Jewsby Halacha.

The Masorti (Conservative)movement in

Israelslammed the bill,which would allow

only Orthodox conversions, and issued an

urgent letterto PresidentShimon Peres on

Monday afternoon askinghim to act to pre-

vent the "impendingrift"between Israeland

US Jewry


