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Dear Friends, 

This Shabbat is called “Shabbat Nachamu”after the opening words of the 
Haftorah: “Comfort, oh comfort My people” (Isaiah 40:1). This Shabbat comes 
to extinguish the great fires of Tisha B’Av and ease the distress of the three 
weeks prior to it, from the 17th of Tammuz. 

The parasha - VaEtchanan - begins thus: “I pleaded with the LORD at that 
time, saying… Let me, I pray, cross over and see the good land on the other 
side of the Jordan...But the LORD was wrathful with me ... and would not 
listen to me.” (D’varim 3: 23-26) 

Many interpreters wonder how it could be that Moshe was not allowed to enter 
the Land. It seems very unjust.  

But this exchange between Moshe and God contains a great lesson which, if 
we are able to learn it, might truly offer ultimate comfort. 

Rashi explains that the word “VaEtchanan” does not mean “I pleaded”, but a 
word with the same two-letter root “Chinam”, meaning “free”. 

According to Rashi, Moshe pleads to enter the Land not because he deserves 
to - in light of his total devotion to his task and to his Maker - but as a free gift. 
Rashi is suggesting that Moshe, being a righteous person, does not calculate 
what he is deserving of, but sees everything as a gift, as chessed. This is 
Rashi’s definition of a tzaddik, a righteous person. 

How challenging! It is no wonder that there are few truly righteous in the 
world. It is rare that any of us do something without thought of desired gain. 
We are so used to phrases such as “but I deserve it” or “it’s not fair” because 
we are imprisoned in a pattern of reward and entitlement.  

But - in which cosmic rule book is this written? And isn’t this expectation the 
source of much of our pain and suffering? 

Perhaps… the real Promised Land is that in which we agree to release this 
expectation? 

Perhaps… Moshe is in fact the only one who truly broke the shackles of 
Egyptian slavery and arrived in this kind of Promised Land, a land in which life 
is lived for itself or, as the expression goes, “for the sake of heaven”, rather 
than for reward or results. 



No challenge is greater than this one, but no greater comfort is promised to 
those who will rise to meet it. 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Elisha 

 


