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Dear Friends, 

 

Parashat Korach is one of the most difficult and misleading parashot 

in the Torah. Today we might admire Korach for daring to lead a 

rebellion against Moshe and Aharon's theocracy, in the name of values 

such as democracy and accountability. Many today would join his 

political party or his congregation (Eda), as it is called in the Torah. 

 

Korach's accusations are severe and seem, on the face of it, justified:  

They combined against Moses and Aaron and said to them, “You 

have gone too far! For all the community are holy, all of them, 

and the LORD is in their midst. Why then do you raise yourselves 

above the LORD’s congregation? … Is it not enough that you 

brought us from a land flowing with milk and honey to have us 

die in the wilderness, that you would also lord it over us? Even if 

you had brought us to a land flowing with milk and honey, and 

given us possession of fields and vineyards, should you gouge out 

those men’s eyes? We will not come!” (Bamidbar 16: 3-14) 

 

He's right, isn't he? 

 

After all, other than a few sheep, no one was present with Moshe at 

the Burning Bush when the angel of God sent him on his life's 

mission. There is also no proof that Moshe really did not want the job 

as he claims. No one was with Moshe on Mount Sinai when he 

received the instruction to appoint his brother to be High Priest – a 

position of great honor, prestige, and riches.  

 

Furthermore, years have gone by since the Exodus, and the great 

promise made then – to bring Bnei Yisrael to the Land of Milk and 

Honey – has not been fulfilled. What's more, they now know that it will 

not be fulfilled in their lifetime. Moshe claims this is a punishment 

from God, but… was it? Only he heard it stated thus. From the 

People's point of view it may be that Moshe has invented this 



explanation in order to cover up his failure to deliver on his promise. 

In this case, if there is indeed no chance of arriving in the land of 

milk, honey, fields, and vineyards, then the land of the Nile with its 

abundant meat, vegetables, and other delicacies is far preferable to 

the wilderness they find themselves trapped in. 

 

In the summer of 2011 Israel was in turmoil. Thousands joined the 

protests of young families against the high cost of living. Few people 

then or now questioned the leaders' purity of motives, and I certainly 

do not want to compare that struggle to Korach's. But I do remember 

the mixed feelings I had that summer. On the one hand, the cost of 

living in Israel in relation to salaries (of those who do not work in the 

high tech industry) is very high and challenging. On the other hand, 

the fact that the protests focused only on the cost of living rather than 

its quality was very hard for me to identify with.  

 

I am all for everyone having a decent standard of living; I am all for 

closing the social-economic gaps in Israeli society; and I am grateful 

for the leaders of these protests who had the courage to challenge the 

powers that be. 

 

Reading this week's parasha, I sense the same deep confusion; a 

confusion of vision. Moshe does not take Bnei Yisrael out of Egypt in 

order to improve their socio-economic conditions. The Exodus was not 

meant to be motivated by economics. On the contrary. Egypt was the 

source of economic and material abundance. Although Bnei Yisrael 

suffered there, we have misinterpreted their suffering for years. Their 

suffering was not from poverty or from socio-economic depression. It 

was their enslavement to that very abundance that was the source of 

their predicament. This is clear from the very first day after the 

miraculous crossing of the Sea of Reeds.  Even though they arrived 

safe and sound, and - most importantly - free, they immediately 

regretted their departure and begged to return to Egypt. From that 

day on Egypt has become the fantasy and dream with which they go 

to sleep at night and with which they wake up every single morning, 

for forty years (or at least the last of the Desert Generation dies)! In 

fact, to this day, Egypt, "Mitzrayim", is the name of the human fantasy 

of economic and social wealth, and it is to there, I believe, we are in 

danger of descending. Again. 

 

Underlying Korach's very justified and correct accusations lies 

tremendous confusion. He believes that the journey of life should be a 



journey towards abundance, that Milk and Honey is a description of 

one’s bank account. Indeed, according to Korach and his 

congregation, the purpose of life is economic success.  

 

But wait, before we blame Korach, let us take a good look at ourselves. 

Are the basic values of western society, of the OECD, and of the 

current leadership of Israel, not motivated by exactly the same belief? 

 

Of course they are! Many of our public debates revolve around 

economic issues. Our entire school system is directed towards the 

market place, as do institutes of higher education - today more than 

ever before. Our hidden hopes for our children are also for economic 

success and a life of comfort and abundance.  

 

Indeed, most of us are members of Korach's congregation, and we join 

it willingly. 

  

The Torah is not a recipe for economic and material achievement. 

Furthermore, the Torah does not deal with social justice for its own 

sake. Social justice, i.e. care of the stranger, the orphan, and the 

widow, is a central value, for sure, but economic success is not the 

core vision of the Torah. There is NOTHING wrong with it. Abundance 

can be a blessing - and it often is - but the blessing of the material is 

an afterthought - an outcome - not the goal.  

 

The Torah's vision is of freedom from enslavement to material 

accumulation and obsession. This vision is like a lofty, internal 

compass, which demands our full commitment. It is a vision which 

enables us to see clearly what is truly important.  

 

By definition, a vision or a point on the compass cannot be attained. 

However, not arriving at the Promised Land is not proof of failure of 

vision. 

 

The vision of freedom, and the journey to the Promised Land, is the 

ability to see the Divine, the miraculous, and the exalted - the Milk 

and the Honey, if you like - in all things. And yes, it is a tremendous 

challenge, because for the human eye the Divine is always concealed 

under thick layers we metaphorically call, “The Wilderness”. 

 

The dispute between Korach and Moshe is about vision. It is a Jewish 

“given”, that every person has the right to abundance, economic and 



social prosperity. The Hebraic vision is that human beings are 

inherently free - not from economic or other hardships - but from 

depending on them and being enslaved to them. Hebrew abundance is 

the ability to see infinite richness that permeates all of Creation.  

 

History proves that when the vision was that of abundance, 

decadence, degeneration, and decline followed! When a society, or a 

person, becomes so (euphemistically) heavy with material abundance, 

the earth can no longer hold him, and it opens up and swallows him 

alive. 

 

Tell me about your vision, and I will tell you which "congregation" you 

belong to in this parasha.  

 

And by the way, where there is true freedom, one can join any party 

one wishes! 

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

 

Elisha 


