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Dear Friends, 
 
True reconciliation between enemies is possible under two conditions (at least): 
a. When we are able to look the other side directly in the eye and find something 
truly and authentically good in them without effort or the need to be polite. 
b. When we are able to look inwards and see both the good that is within us, and the 
hidden source that sparked the hatred to begin with. 
 
The greatest hatred and pain can be found between siblings. This is why the 
greatest reconciliation is also to be found there. In Bereishit there are many stories of 
enmity and rifts between brothers and also between sisters. But there are also two 
great stories of reconciliation, and they are worth studying, learning, knowing, 
repeating, and internalizing. The first is in Parashat Vayishlach, between Yaakov and 
his twin brother Eisav. The second is at the beginning of our parasha, between 
Yoseph and his brothers. 
 
So much bad blood has flowed between Yoseph and his brothers; so much hatred, 
jealousy, and cruelty. And then Yehuda comes forward and with a few extremely 
honest words melts Yoseph's heart. Words that come from the heart truly do enter 
the heart. Yehuda does so with extraordinary skill. It is a moment which makes me 
proud to be called a Yehudi, after our forefather Yehuda. As a result of these words, 
Yoseph, who has been teasing his brothers for several months, testing them in 
various ways, bursts into tears and exposes his true identity. He forgives his stunned 
brothers for all they have done to him, to their father, and to themselves. 
 
Yehuda begins his speech by turning to Yoseph directly, but also by turning inwards 
to himself. He repeats this pattern several times. This is the way he begins, and 
these words are also the opening words of the parasha (Bereishit 44:18): 
"Then Yehudah came near to him, and said: 'Oh my lord, let your servant, I pray 
thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not your anger burn against your 
servant; for you are even as Pharaoh." 
 
Here, then, in one sentence, are the two prerequisites for reconciliation. It is not 
surprising therefore, that Yoseph's heart opens wide in response: 
 

a. Yehuda comes near… not through emissaries, and not indirectly. He turns to 
Yoseph, looks him in the eye, speaks to him, in his ear, and not to the room at 



large. He speaks his praises, but not with empty flattery. He is expressing 
both honor and acceptance of Yoseph's elevated position. 

b. Yehuda points a finger at himself as he says "My lord". This is a poor 
translation. The Hebrew is really saying: "in me, my lord" and it appears many 
times in the Bible. 
 
When something is outside – be it the answers to our questions, or the truth 
or blame which we believe lies elsewhere – there is no chance of 
reconciliation. The motion inwards is not a matter of fair division of guilt 
between parties. It is the recognition that can be read as "my self-governance 
is within me. You, Yoseph, demanded that we bring our youngest brother. I 
am not sure why you asked this of us, but that is your business. I, for my part, 
am responsible for the boy and I have guaranteed his safety to my aged 
father. I promised my father that I would bring Benyamin back safely. This is 
entirely my business, and I am turning to you in reference to this responsibility 
of mine." 
 
Furthermore, saying "in me, my lord" means that external reality reflects what 
is within me, my actions in the past and in the present. I am hearing Yehuda 
saying the following: "A long time ago I abandoned one of my brothers and 
caused terrible suffering to myself, my brothers, and our father. But I have 
changed. I promised myself that I would never do such a thing again."  
 
”In me, my lord" also means "God is within me, I know that now. I know that 
there is Divine within every person and every thing. There is nothing devoid of 
the Divine. The Divine in me is now pleading with the Divine in you." 
 
This call to turn inwards, towards ourselves, is the hardest one of all. It totally 
contradicts everything we have been educated to do; it goes against all the 
rules of the game of life. Our gaze is always outwards. Our eyes look 
outwards, our ears listen outwards. All of our attention is turned outwards. No 
more! "In me, my lord" is a call to turn our gaze, our ears, and all of our 
attention inwards, even as we are maneuvering our way in the external world. 
Hence, the Parasha opens with "And Yehuda came near him…" 
 
Yehuda displays tremendous maturity. Finally. He has learned to greet the 
external reality, recognize it and honor it ("you are even as Pharaoh"), while at 
the same time looking inwards, to his feelings, sensations, thoughts, and 
values, which are no less subjective than the external world is. 
 
Yoseph's position here is not really important. It takes one side to approach a 
situation with maturity, and the entire reality will change. It is enough for one 



side to recognize, appreciate, and respect the other, while simultaneously 
doing the same in his inner world, for reconciliation to be possible. 
 
This is the invitation this week. It is extremely challenging. It requires work, 
and it is not enough to read this drasha, and nod one's head in agreement. 
Yehuda's invitation goes, as I said earlier, against everything we have been 
taught; against our cultural conditioning. It is even in opposition to our senses. 
It requires reeducating ourselves. 
 
The quality of reaching out to the other appears to be based entirely "in me". 
In me, my lord.  
 
It's worth a try, don't you think? 
 
Shabbat Shalom, 
Elisha 

 
 


