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"And he planted an 'Eshel' in Beer Sheva"

These days we begin reading the cycle of stories
featuring our patriarch Abraham and matriarch Sarah —
the founding family of our people. What characterizes
them more than anything else is their openness and their
hospitality. This is especially evident in the opening story
from Parshat "Vayera" (Genesis 18); when Abraham and
Sarah host the three wayfaring strangers, both Avraham
and Sarah, — both beyond their 90th year and Abraham
still recovering from his own Brit Milah (circumcision)
operation — run to greet them and to prepare them a
feast. Our congregation's name: Eshel Avraham is taken
from the verse in Genesis: "And he [Abraham] planted
an eshel in Beer Sheva." According to a famous
Midrash, the text does not refer to an actual eshel
(tamarisk) tree but rather gives the acronym "E-SH-L"
which, in Hebrew, stands for: Aleph — Food (n'7'ax), Shin
— Drink (h'nw) and Lamed — Accompaniment (n'n7). The
hospitality of Abraham's family is even more striking
when it is compared to the behavior of Noah's family.
Noah and his family sealed themselves up in the ark at
God's command without thinking of arguing about the
justice of God's decision concerning the rest of the world,
as Abraham argued with God concerning the fate of the
city of Sdom, in hopes of saving that city for the sake of
the righteous few who may have been found there.
We must decide to what extent we will realize our
purpose and live up to our heritage as "Congregation
Eshel Avraham", by demonstrating our willingness and
openness — like Abraham — to welcome the stranger and
the occasional drop-in visitor and by graciously accepting
people who come our way. This includes our willingness
— each and every one of us — "to run to greet" the new
people who happen to come to our congregation —
whether for services, for a study group, for a bar mitzvah,
for our kindergarten and child-care programs or for any
other congregational activity — and to immediately accept
them as they are. In this way we will live up to our
heritage, for our own personal benefit and for the benefit
of our entire congregation.

Jack Gilron, Chairperson

eshel-av@zahav.net.il
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This month’s events

Saturday, 28/11/09 19:00
Take Jerusalem Back by Walking
As a result of the violent
demonstrations by Haredi groups in
Jerusalem and following the arrest of
Nofrat Frankel, a member of the
Masorti Movement who was arrested
for wearing a tallit at the Western
Wall, WE SAY NO to Haredi
Coercion, and will hold a march
throughout Jerusalem.

Saturday, 28/11/09 19:00
Spanish speakers movie,
‘The Kid’. Entrance: NIS10.

Tuesday, 1/12/09 19:30
Lecture by Prof. Ehud Zmora:
How changes in attitude to

children, affected the development
of Neonatology

Thursday, 10/12/09 16.00-22:30
Social tour of Kehilat Tzedek
in the south

Sunday, 13/12/09
Conference ‘Limmud in the NegeVv’
will be held in Yerucham — a
conference on Jewish studies, started
in England and has since spread
throughout the world and now in the
Negev.

Wednesday, 16/12/09 18.00
Chanukah celebration

Saturday, 26/12/09 19:00
Spanish-language film.
Entrance: NIS10

Sunday 27/12/08 18:30
Board meeting

20.00 Steering committee meeting

Tuesday — Wednesday, 29-30/12/09
International conference on
Conservative Judaism,

Van Leer Institute, Jerusalem

Wednesday, 6/1/10 19.00 — 20.30

Bereavement committee meeting.
Guest lecturer: Maurice Halfon,
Menucha Nechona




Family Kabbalat Shabbat
Kabbalat Shabbat is one of my favorite ceremonies. It is a
ceremony that transports us from the crazy rat-race of
weekday life to Shabbat of calm and serenity within our
family. Once a month on Friday afternoons before the
beginning of Shabbat, we hold a family Kabbalat Shabbat at
Eshel Avraham either on the veranda or in the hall
depending on the weather.
We sing Shabbat songs, we light Shabbat candles, we bless
the children and we say the blessing on the Challa. The
children perform Kiddush and we discuss the weekly Torah
portion.
All our staff and their families attended our first family Shabbat on the second Shabbath we
invited families of one of our kindergarten classes. They had a wonderful time and asked us to
hold another family Kabbalat Shabbat.
Our thanks to Irit Zmora who played her recorder, Hedy Shimon who prepared a wonderful
activity for the parents and taught us songs and to Lena, the nursery school teacher and her staff.
We also thank Jack Gilron and Rabbi Hagit Sabag.
We invite all the Eshel Avraham families to participate in our family Kabbalat Shabbat and to
enjoy the special atmosphere together with families and children.
The dates of our next family Kabbalat Shabbat will be given during the regular Shabbat
announcements.

Irit Arad, Director

Why do we celebrate Chanukah for 8 days?
Why does the festival of Chanukah last for 8 days? When the Hashmonaim liberated Jerusalem
and renewed the ceremony of sacrifice in the Temple, there was great rejoicing but why for 8
days? The reason is not the miracle of the cruse of oil which is a much later legend. It only
appears in the Babylonian Talmud which was written hundreds of years after the events:
When the Greeks entered the Inner Sanctum, they defiled the oil within. When the Hashmonaim won
and beat the Greeks, they only found one cruse of oil stamped with the insignia of the Chief Priest,
containing only enough oil for one day. Yet when it was used, a miracle occurred and it sufficed for 8
days
The story of the Hasmonean rebellion against the greeks does not appear at all in the Mishna
and early sources, written by the Pharisees. The Pharisees did not like the Hasmonean Kings
and in their writings, dealing only with religious subjects, did not mention at all this secular event.
If it weren’t for the Christians who mistakenly believed that the Books of the Maccabees and other ||
Apocrypha including The Antiquities of the Jews written by Flavius Josephus were all sacred
texts and safeguarded them in their Greek version, perhaps we would never have known about
this glorious and important chapter in our history.
But why 8 days? The answer can be found in the Second Book of the Maccabees. There is it
written:
It happened that on the same day on which the sanctuary had been profaned by the foreigners, the
purification of the sanctuary took place, that is, on the twenty-fifth day of the same month, which was
Kislev. And they celebrated it for eight days with rejoicing, in the manner of the feast of Sukkot,
emembering how not long before, during the feast of Sukkot, they had been wandering in the
mountains and caves like wild animals. Therefore bearing ivy-wreathed wands and beautiful
branches and also fronds of palm, they offered hymns of thanksgiving to him who had given success
to the purifying of his own holy place. They decreed by public ordinance and vote that the whole
nation of the Jews should observe these days every year
From this we learn that Chanukah was a delayed Festival of Sukkot which they were unable to
celebrate in its due time as in the Temple had been defiled by the presence of idols including the
idol of the Greek god, Zeus. The festival of Chanukah with the lighting of candles was conceived
later. AT first it was celebrated for 8 days like the Festival of Sukkot. The idea of Chanukah as a
delayed Festival of Sukkot does not appear in Josephus Flavius’s writings or in the First Book of
the Maccabees, only in the Second Book of Maccabees.
More information can be found in the Internet site http://www.daat.ac.il/daat/toshba/hanuka/hanukal.htm
Yosef Regev, Congregation Member
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Nice to meet you — Michal lvri

Hello, fellow congregants,
Let me tell you a little bit about myself.
My name is Michal Ivri and | am the new coordinator of the No'am Youth Group here at
Congregation Eshel Avraham. | was born and raised in Jerusalem, but during the past year |
have been living the life of a student in Beer Sheva (studying for a Bachelor's degree in education
and studies on the State of Israel). | had already found my way to No'am while in the 4th grade as
a young pupil and a little mischief maker; and | have continued with No'am since then to become
a counselor in the Gilo Branch of the Jerusalem Chapter and, after my military service, | became
the coordinator of the West Talpiot Branch of the Jerusalem
Chapter, as well.
What have we done this year?
This year the Beer Sheva Chapter's activities started in early
September. We conducted year-opening activities, got to
know each other a bit, and, of course, the jewel in the crown
and the latest sensation was our Sukkot excursion. The
Sukkot excursion took us to the Nizzanim Dunes where we
symbolically experienced the "Heritage of Battle". The
No'am kids took part in the daring action, toured the "Ad
Halom" Bridge, and also watched an audio-visual
presentation. After the excursion, the high-school kids stayed on one more night, after which they
attended an assemblage of No'am alumni, commemorating 30 years of No'am.
What's in store?
The younger groups will continue with their weekly activities, held every Tuesday, 17:00 — 18:30,
in the spirit of this year's topic, which is: "What is our story?" (Who are we? Where are we from?
Where is our family from? Zionism and me; Judaism and me; society and me, and more . . .). The
high school group (9th — 12th grade) will continue with its weekly activities held every Tuesday
19:00 — 20:30 under this year's topic of "equality". In addition, Ta'aleh activities are anticipated
along with Chapter-related weekend outings, on which more information will follow later.
For additional details about these activities, you may contact me at: 052-6686-915
or send email to me at: beersheva@noamist.org Have a spectacular year!

Michal Ivri, Beer Sheva Chapter Coordinator

Volunteering at the Absorption Center Children’s Club
Yanina and | (Yuval) have been volunteering for the past two months at the children's club in the
Ye'elim Absorption Center.
We began by generally helping with homework and helping run the place until one Thursday we
arrived to see them welcoming the Sabbath, which they did regularly every week. We then
started taking an active part in welcoming the Sabbath with them, by playing harmonica and
singing, and we decided to teach these children some
songs — at first Sabbath songs, then afterwards, little by
little, these spilled over into a repertoire of other songs.
During the Tishrei Holidays the children learned "Berosh
HaShanah" by Naomi Shemer, and then "My Sukkah of
Sukkot", and then on Yitzhak Rabin's Memorial Day the
children learned "The Song of Peace". That same week a
play was acted out by three girls from the after-school club
— also about the subject of respect for humankind and
prevention of violence — which Yanina had a part in
preparing.
The results can clearly be seen — the children watch for our arrival every week (and if we miss a
week because of some family event we are told how much the children really missed us). The
children speak more, participate more, express themselves more in Hebrew (even those who
have difficulty expressing themselves in Hebrew) and the atmosphere is generally very positive.
Of course, there is always something to do and the children will be happy to see new faces taking
part in these activities.

Yuval Ardon, Congregation Member.




And he saw three strangers standlng a short dltance from him
This picture illustrates the ; ]

story of Abraham our father,
in the eyes of Mikolas
Markobizius, a 13 year old
boy from Latvia. Markobizius
participated in a contest of
drawings " children of the
world draw Bible stories in a
thousand tounges". The
contest took place in the year
2000.The uniqueness of the
picture is the use of such
lively colors to describe the
warm welcome that the three
guests receive from Abraham,
opening his tent's door. /8 :
Markobizius, only 13 years old — Bar mltzvah - shows us the posmve way of of recelvmg
guests, and how the Mitzvah of warmly welcoming guests becomes part of daily life, then
and — hopefully — also today.

TZzfira Gitai, Ph.D. , Congregation member
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X Tuesday - Wednesday
9 December 29"-30'", 2009
: —l at The Van Leer Jerusalem Institute
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X A time to mourn
\l We send our condolences to our members on the death of their loved ones:
2 < Sarah Lipovitzky on the death of her mother, Klara Schwartzman
— Rafi Ben-Shabbat on the death of his brother
;'A June Hare on the death of her husband, Paul
<r> Janet Tucker on the death of her mother, Mally Fishman
§ Razelle Weiss on the death of her mother, Ruth Weiss
= Naomi Schechter on the death of her mother
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